
Week 18- Friday, January 19, 2024

What’s happening @ Elder’s Mills!

Art and Eco Schools!
Eco Schools - Meet our Pleadgehog! The Eco team is
teaching EMPS staff and students about actions we
can take to be good environmental stewards.
Students and classes pledge their actions as we
promote and support our Eco Schools goals!

Self-Portraits
Grade 7 and 8 students showcasing their self-portrait
sketches as they complete their creative process.
#talentedEagles!

Celebrating @ EMPS!
We have much to celebrate at Elder’s Mills. We are a community of families, students and
staff of diverse identities and we are reaching out to you to share the celebrations, traditions
and stories, past and present, that are part of the Elder’s Mills identities. As the month of
January continues and we look ahead to February, families are invited to share artifacts and
resources for Tamil Heritage, Lunar New Year and Black Heritage/Black Excellence. Please
email elders.mills.ps@yrdsb.ca to indicate your interest.
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Thursday HERO Burgers is back!

Due to popular demand, lunch on Thursdays provided by HERO Burgers will
return. This lunch program will take effect every Thursday beginning February 8
and will end March 28.

Options include:
● Hero Burger (4oz)
● Grilled Chicken Sandwich (3.9oz)
● Plant-based Soul Burger(4oz) Vegan-friendly, made from pea protein
● Chicken Strips (6 pieces)

All proceeds will go towards school initiatives.

PAYMENT DEADLINE is February 4. Please go to School Cash Online for more details and to place
your order.

January is Tamil Heritage Month
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The Centre for Black Student Excellence - Newsletter
“Welcome to a new year! We are continuing to share information that supports families of Black children
and stay tuned for other events coming up in February for Black History Month throughout the community
and the YRDSB. “
Visit the January 2024 Centre for Black Student Excellence Newsletter for events, updates,
resources and more.

Meetings:
Thank you for coming to our School Council meeting this past Monday.
If you are unable to join a meeting and would like to know the topics
discussed, the meeting presentations are posted on the School Council
pages of the Elder’s Mills website. Our next School Council meeting is
Thursday, February 29, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the library.

EMPS School Council Daytime Social

Mugs and Mornings is an opportunity to make connections with School Council
members and other parents during the daytime. Topics for conversation range from
‘getting to know you’ icebreakers to discussion items from School Council meetings,
upcoming opportunities, exchanging ideas and more! Please join us on Tuesday,
January 30, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. You bring the coffee or tea and we’ll bring the treats!

SAVE THE DATE!
THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2024
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Volunteers!
The School Council is already planning forWinterfest! Anyone interested in assisting with planning
or volunteering please email us at elders.mills.ps@sc.yrdsb.ca.

EMPS ‘USED BOOKS SALE’

Cleaning out closets? Olds books and toys?
Don’t donate your used books just yet! Please hold on to them a little bit longer.
Elder’s Mills will be hosting a donation drive and sale with your used or new unused
books. This is a great opportunity to pass on some wonderful french books,
puzzles and games that your kids may have outgrown as well as any other books
that can be enjoyed by other. .

Stay tuned for details regarding when and where to drop off books and how you may support the
collection.
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School Spirit Wear

Students, Families & Friends have an opportunity to soar with
their fellow Eagles!!! Spirit Wear such as hoodies, t-shirts,
sweatpants and caps continue to be available and on sale at
the link below. Merchandise ordered will be delivered to the
school every 3 weeks. All proceeds will fund school
enhancements and programs.
Shop online by following this link: EMPS Spirit Wear Store

Mobile Phones and other personal electronic devices at School -
REMINDERS

Please support reminders and conversations with your child at home
about the expectations regarding using cell phones and other devices
(including watches, tablets, laptops):

○ Students in our grades 5 - 8 classes may bring personal
electronic devices such as a tablet or a laptop into the
classroom for instructional purposes only.

○ Personal computers and tablets are used when instructed by
and under the supervision of the teacher - no personal gaming
etc…

● Mobile phones are discouraged and are not allowed to be used during the instructional
day.

● Cell phones and other personal communication devicesmust be turned off and kept out of
sight during the instructional day (including recess and lunch). Should students need to
phone home, they may come to the office to use the phone.

● At no time may electronic devices be used in washrooms or changerooms.

● Students who misuse their personal devices will be asked to submit them to the office for
the duration of the school day.

Please review YRDSB’s Information Technology Acceptable Use Agreement linked here.
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Multi-Faith Space
In the YRDSB, we are committed to provide equitable and inclusive spaces for all
of our learners and one of our goals is to “dedicate respectful spaces for prayer,
smudging, devotion or meditation activities for students…” At Elder’s Mills, the
Multi-Faith Space is in the Conference Room. It is available throughout the school
day and is not supervised by staff.

If you would like your child to be excused from class to use this space we
respectfully ask that you reach out to your child’s teacher with your request. The
request for this accommodation was available to families in the School Start up
Forms. If you did not indicate this accommodation at that time, please ensure you reach out to your
child’s teacher.

Please also support us in speaking with your child about the respectful use of the space and their
purpose for using it. At times, there are students of different faiths in this space at the same time
and we expect that all users respect one another’s time and expression of prayer.
Covid and Self-Screening:
Families are reminded that students should continue to self-screen before attending school using
the Covid Self-Assessment Screening tool . The assessment is taken when there are symptoms of
illness and will provide a recommendation on whether or not your child should remain home.

NEW - NO ENTRY IN BUS LOOP!!!

The first and most important priority for the use of this area is for the arrival and
departure of school buses and the disembarking and loading of our students, your
children, onto the buses at arrival and dismissal.

This area is also used by emergency vehicles. It must stay clear.

We continue to have vehicles driving into the loop in the presence of buses, or parking and leaving
vehicles unattended.

From this point forward, with the exception of emergency vehicles and buses, NO VEHICLES will
be allowed to enter the bus loop at any time.

If you are dropping off your child in the morning, you will use the parking lot entry off Rota avenue,
park your vehicle and bring your child to the front door OR, stop in the Kiss’n’Ride, drop your child off
and they will walk to the front door.

If you are picking up your child throughout the day, you will park your vehicle in the parking lot or on
the street (following city signage), come to the front door, buzz and connect with the office team.
Your child will be called down and will meet you outside.
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If you arrive to pick up your child between 3:00 - 3:15 p.m., you will be asked to park and wait until
3:!5 dismissal time.

Please do not stop on Napa Valley Ave to drop off your child/children.

We appreciate your cooperation to ensure the safety of our students, your children.

Weather and Recess

All students are expected to go out for every recess, weather permitting. Students are to come to
school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors up to 15 minutes at morning recess and 40
minutes at lunch recess. Please support conversations with your child at home about wearing their
coats, hats, gloves etc… when they go outside. Send them to school with changes of clothes (socks,
hats, mitts) and indoor shoes. Thank you.

Lunch Assistant Needed

If you or anyone you know would like to be a PAID Lunch Assistant please contact the
office. We are seeking people to supervise students while they are eating lunch and
then playing outside at recess. The commitment is one hour per day.

Lunch Assistants play a very important role in our school. Please email the school at
elders.mills.ps.@yrdsb.ca if you are interested.
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On the Horizon….

January
Character Trait: Optimism
Tamil Heritage Month

23 Junior Boys Volleyball Tournament
24 Junior Girls Volleyball Tournament
24 Let’s Talk Day
27 International Holocaust Remembrance
Day
29 National Day of Remembrance of the
Quebec City Mosque Attack and Action
Against Islamophobia
30Mugs and Mornings @ EMPS

February
Character Trait: Initiative
Black History/African Heritage Month
2 PA Day - School Closed to students
10 Lunar New Year
15 Grade 8 Graduation Photos
19 Family Day
29 School Council meeting

International Holocaust Remembrance
Day
“This date was designated by resolution of the
United Nations General Assembly in
November 2005. The day reaffirms “that the
Holocaust, which resulted in the murder of one
third of the Jewish people along with countless members of other minorities,
will forever be a warning to all people of the dangers of hatred, bigotry,
racism and prejudice” (UN General Assembly A/60/L.12). This day serves as
an international memorial day for the victims of the Nazi Holocaust, which
saw the murder of 6 million Jews, 250,000 to 500,000 Roma people,
200,000 to 250,000 persons with disabilities, and 15,000 people who
were LGBTQ+. January 27 marks the date when the Nazi concentration and
extermination camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau was liberated by Soviet troops in
1945.”

National Day of Remembrance of the
Quebec City Mosque Attack and Action
Against Islamophobia
“On January 29, 2017, a tragic and violent act of
anti-Muslim hate took place at the Islamic
Cultural Centre of Quebec City. In 2022, the
federal government officially designated January 29 as a National Day of
Remembrance of the Quebec City Mosque Attack and Action Against
Islamophobia. This day serves as a reminder of the importance of taking an
unwavering stand against all forms of hate, racism, and discrimination and
the work needed to recognize and eradicate anti-Muslim hate. “

Wishing you a happy weekend!

Eugenia Korinis Ayesha Mondal

Principal Vice-Principal
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